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Tales of Manchester Life 

 
Musician and Workshop Leader  

Recruitment Information 
 

Tales of Manchester Life is a creative heritage project for young women aged 
14 to 21. This project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund Young Roots 
Programme and Arts Council England and aims to explore the life, work and 
times of Elizabeth Gaskell through performance.  
 
The project will run from January – July 2015, including public performances 
at Elizabeth Gaskell’s House at the end of May. enJOY arts and Tandem 
Theatre are looking to recruit a Musician and Workshop Leader to help deliver 
the project.  
 
 
How to Apply 
 
Please read the Job Description and Person Specification below. If you are 
interested in this position, please then send a CV and covering letter, outlining 
your previous experience both as a musician and of working with young 
people, to: info@enjoy-arts.org.uk 
 
The deadline for applications is 5pm on Thursday 4th December. 
Interviews will be held at Elizabeth Gaskell’s House in Manchester on Friday 
12th December. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Erica 
Adkins, Project Co-ordinator, on 07540 265361.  
 
 
Project Summary 
 
This project will engage young women with the life, work and times of 
Elizabeth Gaskell, one of the Victorian Era's most important women writers.  
Young women from two core groups in Wythenshawe and Salford will explore 
the cultural and social context of the period in which Gaskell wrote, focusing 
on women and their changing roles, through creative writing and performance. 
In regular creative sessions, the groups will share and exchange learning with 
the wider community through the use of video-blogging. They will come 
together to create a final sharing and public performances at Elizabeth 
Gaskell's House.  
 
Each group will consist of 10-15 young women aged 14-18, from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. The project will begin with a series of trips and 
visits to Elizabeth Gaskell's House, Quarry Bank Mill and Knutsford Heritage 
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Centre. Young women will then work together to create a performance based 
on what they've found out and what they find interesting. They will have the 
opportunity to work with a professional writer and musician as part of this 
process and will each gain either a Bronze or Silver Arts Award for taking 
part.  
 
Structure of the Project 

Weekly workshops for the delivery of the project will commence in February 
and run until the end of May 2015 (with a break over Easter). The Musician 
and Workshop Leader would need to facilitate 6 of these weekly workshops (3 
in each locality) in agreement with the Project Co-ordinator.   

The Musician and Workshop Leader will be engaged on a freelance basis with 
the total anticipated time commitment being equivalent to 6 half days and 6 
full days from January to July 2015.  For more information on the project 
schedule see the Project Timeline Document.  

The fee for this role is £1,500 inclusive of meetings and travel. In addition 
there will be a separate budget for resources.  

Job Description 

The Musician and Workshop Leader’s role will involve: 

• Facilitating music-based workshops and activities in which young 
women can learn to include music in a performance of their own 
devising 
 

• Delivering workshop sessions with assistance from enJOY arts and 
Tandem Theatre staff. 
 

• Encouraging, motivating and supporting the participants in each 
workshop.  
 

• Planning workshops in collaboration with the Project Co-ordinator. 
 

• Involvement in planning meetings as outlined on the Project Timeline 
for the duration of the project. 
 

• Contributing their feedback to the overall monitoring and evaluation of 
the project.  
 

• Assisting in the co-ordination of the final performances in May 2015. 
 

• Working in partnership with enJOY arts, Tandem Theatre and 
Elizabeth Gaskell’s House to ensure the successful delivery of the 
project.  
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Person Specification 

The most suitable person for this role will: 

• Be an experienced musician with at least 2 years experience of 
using music in community drama or theatre performances. 
 

• Have experience of working with young people aged 14 to 21. 
 

• Be comfortable working with young people from a variety of 
backgrounds. 
 

• Be flexible in their approach and able to adapt workshop content to 
suit the needs of participants. 
 

• Have experience of working in partnership to deliver creative 
projects with young people. 
 

• Demonstrate a commitment to equal opportunities. 
 

• Have excellent communication skills and an ability to relate 
positively to young people. 
 

• Be self-motivated, reliable and an excellent timekeeper.  
 

• Be based in Manchester or the local area.  
 

About enJOY arts 
enJOY arts is a community arts and culture organisation, working primarily 
with young people in the Greater Manchester area. We have a proven track 
record of success in engaging hard to reach and marginalised groups, by 
providing exciting and inspiring creative opportunities. We run regular drama 
and educational outreach projects for groups of young people in various 
settings including schools, youth groups, Youth Offending Teams, community 
outreach services and alternative education providers.  
 
About Tandem Theatre 
 
Tandem Theatre is a charity which delivers bespoke programmes for adults 
and young people who are vulnerable, socially excluded and marginalised. 
The participatory arts projects we facilitate have proven outcomes of 
improving emotional health and wellbeing, engaging participants with informal 
education and enhancing knowledge and appreciation of the arts.  

   
 


